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I iuſt publiſh'd, 10 
Printed for T. OszsoRNE, ix Gray's Inn, 

H E Divine Authority of the Chriſtian Religion ſuf- 
ficiently evident, from the Real Characters peculiar | 
to it; in Ten Sermons. To which is annex'd, Loyalty the 
Duty and Intereſt of every Private Subject; a Sermon, 
pen at the Aſſizes at Wisbech, by Vyner Snell, B. D. 
ate Fellow of Trinity College in Cambridge, Rector of 
Doddington and Marſo-in the Iſle of EE. 
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5 Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already as 


lc. ained, let us walk by the fame Rue, let 
* us mind the fame Thing. 


3 | 1H E Apoſtle, in theſe Words, EX» 
1 - horts the Philippians, and in them 
1 all Chriſtian Churches whatever, to 
| a ſtrict Uniformity of Faith and Practice in 
| the Worſhip and Service of Almighty Gop ; 
So that, without enlarging on the Deſign 
of the Apoſtle, I ſhall take Occaſion from 
bee N 


1 4 1 To 


Holy Scripture; contain'd in the f 1 
the Old Teſtament, and the New: And 


8 The Rule of Worſhip in the 


I. To ſpecifie ſome particular Bran- 


ches of the Rule of Worſhi 


whereunto the Church of England 


has already attain'd, both in the 


— 


Doctrine and Diſcipline by Law 
02) Eſtablin,, „ 


II. To remove ſeveral Obſections, 
Which Men of different Perſua- 
ſions have made to this Rule; 


whereby the Reaſonableneſs of it 
will more fully appear. And, 


. Laſfly, F G4, | 
III. -Cpnclude with a Special Enforce- 


ment of the Apoſtle's Precept, of 


"RAR Walking Ly the ſame Rule, and 
| Minding the ſane fu. 


The Primary Rale of Worſhip is the 


ſuch is the Sacred Authority of theſe Books, 


that there is not any Controverſie among 


the Reformed Churches upon this Head; 
for, indeed, they are allow'd by all to be a 
Compleat Rule of Doctrine, and conſe- 
quently they muſt be the Primary Rule 


of Diſcipline in every Church which is 


rightly conſtituted, accarding to the Terms 


ooks of 


of the Goſpel of Chriſt. S0 that the Per- 


fection of Scripture being on all hands ac- 
knowledg'd, tis owing to the Infirmities 
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Church of England Vindicated. 


of Mankind in general, that any Human 
Additions in the Manner of Worſhip have 
been judg'd expedient. © In order there- 


fore to ſee how well the Church has pro- 
vided for the Neceſſities of its Members, 
towards the Advancement of the Chri ian 
given us in Scripture, os... 

2. Let us, in the Second place, take a 
diſtinct View of the Diſpoſition of the Ser- 
vice appainted by our Church. 


| Religion, according to the general Precepts 


The Beginning of this Service is with 
ſome memorable Sentence of Holy Scri- 


pture, either moving us to Repentance, or 
magnitying the Mercy of Go n in Chriſt, 
Then, after a pious and well-compoſed 


Exhortation, we are all enjoin'd to pro- 
ſtrate our ſelves at the Throne of Grace, 


and to confeſs our Sins with lowly, peni- 
tent, and obedient Hearts. Now, becauſe 


that Gov, which inhabits Eternity, has 
 ReſpeCt unto an humble and contrite Spi- 
rit, and has appointed his Miniſters to 


comfort thoſe who mourn in Sion; there- 


fore, in the next place, the Prieſt alone, 


in the Name of CHRIST, pronounces 


Abſolution and Remiſſion of Sins, to as 
many as repent and ſincerely perform the 
ſeyeral Conditions of his Holy Goſpel, 
And leſt any Man, having the Pardon of 


his Sins pronounc'd, ſhould thence take 


Occaſion of Carnal Liberty, our Church 
has thought proper to apply a Remedy 


againſt 


1 mie Quleof Wor ſhip in tbe 
againſt Preſumptuous Sins, even that com- 
prehenfive and moſt perfect Prayer which 

_ Chriſt himſelf has taught us in his Word. 
And notwithftanding all that we are able 
to do, becauſe we are ſtill unprofitable 

_ Servants, and, after the Apoſtle's Exam- 
ple, muſt forget that which is behind, and 

| endeavour to preſs on to that which is be- 
fore; as having yet perform'd an inconſide- 
rable Duty, we beſeech the Lord to open 
our Lips, that our Month may thencefortn 
declare his Praiſe. And, aſter a ſhort In- 
vocation addrefs'd to Go o, for the ſpeedy 
attainment of Safety and Aſſiſtance, we 
render Glory to the ever-bleſſed Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 

No, foraſmuch as the Mind of every 

devout Perſon is very intenſe in the Service 4 
of Prayer, and is apt to ſoar aloft with ardent ==» 
Affection; for fear ſo zealous a Perfor- _ 
mance ſhould any way diforder the Facul- : 
ties of the Mind, by too long an Applica 
tion and Continuance therein, our Church 
makes Uſe of a ſuitable. Variety, intermix- 
ing the Reading of the Sacred Writings. 
By this Method being prudently conducted — * 

thro? the ſeveral Parts and Obligations of 3 
our Duty, we are led to admire-the Good 
neſs of GoD, and to offer up our Petitions 


with a greater Inflammation. 
As the Pſalms were compos'd on va» 
tious Occaſions, and are full of Conſolation, 
Wildom, and Grace, being ſuited * the FF 
.. 8 Lon - 
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Church of England Vindicated. 
Conditions and Circumſtances of all, whe- 


Z} ther in Joy or Grief, in Proſperity or Ad- 
7 verſity; the better to apply them to the 
different Neceſſities of Chriſtians in gene- 
ral, we uſe them in our Service by ſuch 
daily. Portions, as to read them over everx 
Month, repeating the | Doxology at: the 


end of each Palm. To theſe immediate- 
ly. follow Two diſtin. Chapters of the 
Old and New Teſtament, accompanied 


: with a Hymn, or a ſelect Pſalm judi- 
cioufly choſen and ſuited to the Purpoſe. 
= Afiter this, we Rand UP, boldly profeſſing 
our Chriſtian Faith in that ancient Form 
Which is commonly call'd the Apoftles 
Creed,; except only on ſuch Days when. 
that of Athanaſius is appointed to be read. 
HFaving thus imploy'd our Minds with Di- 
vine Contemplation, in the Uſe of the ſe- 
veral Particulars above-mention'd, we im- 
mediately return again to Prayer: We 
then implore the Safety of our KING, 
and in like manner our own Preſer vation: 
Moe particularly ſue for Righteouſneſs in 
Miniſters, and much Proſperity among the 
Choſen of GOD: We beg for Peace and 
inward Aſſiſtance, and the conſtant Di- 
rection of Gop's Holy Spirit. And be- 
cauſe in the Courſe of our whole Lives 
Wee are ſeverally obnoxious to a Deluge 
3 of Misfortunes, by reaſon of the number. 


leis Allurements to Sin, and the manifold 


Daggers that ſurround us on all 25 
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6 Nu Rule of Worſhip in le 


that Go p will be pleas'd to avert tlie 


us from the ſundry [Temptations of the 


plications to the Holy, Bleſſed, and Glo- 


# | rious Trinity, Three Perſons and One 


1 | Gov, in a moft devout and affectionate 
1 Litauy; an Office fo copious, and expreſ- 
ſſive of our Deſires, that it can hardly he” 
'n8 excell'd by the Wit of Man. 

| When that Part of the Service is finiſpd, 
5 we renew our Addreſſes to Almight 
[| Gop : We approach Go p's Altar with 
=__ _ freſh Supplications, to cleanſe the 5 7 
Ut of our Hearts by the Inſpiration of his Holy 


Spirit. And, in order more effeQually to 


beat down Sin, we rehearſe diſtinctly tlie 


+7 Ten Commandments, beſeeching Gopb, 
| of his Infinite Mercy, to incline our Hearts 
| use keep his Law. And, to the end that 


of Scripture call'd Epiſtles and Goſpels, 


concluding with the Creed of the Council a 


| of Nee. 
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us with a Love-of Heavenly Things: It * 


r WP + We * 
; * 
© * ” 


F Severe Judgments which our Tranſgreſſi- 
4 ons have deſerv'd; and graciouſſy deliver 


| 3 World and the Fleſn; we make our Sup- 


our Spiritual Hopes may encreaſe, we turn 
to thoſe comfortable and ſeleck Portions 


I mult not omit in this place to take 
| + ſpecial Notice of the Adminiſtration of 
| 1 the Lox D's Supper: This Office of our 
Church is fo religiouſly penn'd, as well as 
decently perform'd, that it can ſcarcely 
fail to kindle True Devotion, and 6 194 


is 


: 
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Church of England Vindicated. 1 


js repleniſh'd throughout with ſuch zea- 
lous Admonitions, humble Confeſſions, 


fervent Prayers, and celeſtial Comforts; 


with ſuch ſeraphick Lauding and Prai- 


ſing of Gop, that it muſt needs raiſe 
the Mind above the fading Delights of 


this tranſitory World, and fix it on thoſe 
Regions where True Joy is to be found. 


We therein acknowledge, That we place 


all our Confidence in Gop alone: That 
we are not worthy of our ſelves to ga- 


ther up the Crumbs under his Table: 
And yet fo great is the Mercy and Good- 


neſs of Goo, thro? the Perfect Satisfaction 


obtain'd by his Son, that as often as we 


partake of the moſt bleſſed Body and 


Blood of CHRIST, we are entitled to 


the Benefits of his meritorious Death. 


Then, rendering Thanks to Gop for 


theſe Unſpeakable Mercies, we conclude. 
the Celebration of this Sacred Office, 


parting. 


* pronouncing a Bleſſing to the-People de- | 


{ . 


Thus have 1 given a ſhort Abſtract of 


the Charch-Service, according to the uſual 


Order wherein it is read; beſides which, 


I might inſtance in the particular Ofi- 


ces occaſionally uſed ; ſuch as that for 
Baptiſm, Confirmation, the Burial of the 
Dead, and ſome others, every one of 


Which is moſt admirably contriv'd, to 
ſerve to the Purpoſes whereunto it is 


B des 


„ 


| 
8 The Rule of Wrſhpmthe 
deſign'd: And therefore tis with great 
Wiſdom that the Supreme Authority of 
this Nation has oblig'd thoſe who are to 
be imploy'd in the Miniſtration of this 
Service, to ſubſeribe a Declaration of their 
Conformity thereunto; and, upon their 
Advancement to any Spiritual Bene ffice, | 
after Reading, the ſame, according to the - 
Uſe of. the Church of England, to de- 
clare openly, their Conſent and ſtedfaſt 
Adherence to all, and every Thing therein 


; 


A ey a1 
3. The laſt Branch of the Rale of Wor- 
ſhip in the Church of Exglaud, are the 
1 1 IThirty-nine eArticles, ſo. call'd from their 
wi number, which, together with the Canons 
1 N and Injuntt 1025s in force, do-make the *fore- 
A going Rule compleat. STATE 
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; Such as are imploy'd in the Offices of 
Wi Worſhip, and of conſequence are more | 
5 immediately concern'd tor a right Appli- 
i cation of the Rule here mention d, having 
of neceſſity very different Talents, accor= _ 

ding to the Proportion of their ſeveral * 

ii Abllities; tis a Matter of the utmoſt 
Wi Uſe and Importance to have a Summary. 
| ol the Chriſtian Doctrine. drawn out of 
the Scripture, whereby the Subſfance of 
| our Religion may be rightly underfiood, | 
without danger of running into various 
1 Errors, (a Fate which too commonly has 
attended upon thoſe; who have rejected 
* e e e e ont 
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Church of England Vindicated. 9 
The eArticles of Religion, as fet forth 
by the Church, are excellently well a- 
dapted, to form in us a clear and com- 
prehenſive Knowledge of the Chriſtian 
Faith: And therefore our Governours have 


wiſely provided, That all who are Or- 
dain'd to any Holy Function, to the Intent 


that they may give ſome authentick Le- 


ſtimony of their Improvement in this 


Knowledge, and of a regular Continuance 


in the Uniformity of that Doctrine which 
they are to expound to Others, ſhould, 


before their Admiſſion to their reſpective 
Offices, not only ſubſcribe the Thirty-nine 


Articles with their own Hand, 1 


any ſubſequent Promotion to an Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Benefice with Cure of Souls, 
ſhould publickly read them before the 
whole Congregation, and declare their 


unfeigned Aſſent thereunto. By this 


Means the Doctrine of the Church has 


been happily ſecured from falſe Expoſi- 
tions: And, that Nothing might be wan- 


ting in regard to the Diſcipline, which 
conſiſts of Forms and Matters of Decency, 


to make the Rule of Worſhip compleat 


in all Parts, the Church has provided a 
Body of Laws, or Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 


tions, for the mare uniform adminiſtration 
_ of each Part of the Service, and for the 
Conduct of all thoſe, who have any Im- 
ployment in Spiritual Affairs. 15 


2 a - A 


10 


* are Commanded by legal Authori- 
„„ 


* 


The je Rude of Worſhip i in the 


As they to whom the Government of 


8 Church is committed have an un- 


doubted Right, either to impoſe Laws 
for the Good of che Church, or to alter 


them when made, as Occaſion requires, 
fo all who live in the Boſom of that 
Church are reſpectively bound to the 


Obſervance of the ſame. Tis true GOD 


only ſees into the Confeiences of Men, 
and therefore is the only proper Judge of 
the various Motives which induce any 
Sect or Party whatever to Heut from 
thoſe Rules, which are preſcrib'd at any 


time by Human Authority : Nevertheleſs, 
when the Law of Gop 1s ſo interwoven 
with the Law of Man, that the latter 
cannot be broken without a certain and 
evident Violation of the former; in all 
{uch Caſes, the Breach of Human Laws 
mult neceſſarily be Sinful. Hence it fol- 


lows, that if an Eccleſiaſtical Canon be 
legally eſtabliſh'd by Perſons in Authority, 
according to the General Precepts and 


Directions of the Goſpel, containing no- 
thicg in it repugnant to Scripture, nothing 


contrary to Faith and Good Manners ;- 


then that, and every ſuch Injunction, doth 
ſo far bind the Conſcience to Compliance, 


as no Man can wilfully tranſgreſs it with- 
out Sin. And allowing the Things we 


here ſpeak of to be abſolutely Indifferent 
in their own Nature; yet, when once 
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ty, the Obſervation of them ceaſes to be 


mand, was look d upon as Indifferent, doth 
afterwards become a Neceſſary Duty. 


Z urges, Rom. xiii. 1. Let every Soul be ſut- 
jet to the higher Powers. For tho the 
Omiſſion of a bare Ceremony ( thro' any 
© Miſtake, or by Means of Forgetfulneſs ) 
be but a ſmall and inconſiderable Matter, 


junction, is far otherwiſe : For, whoſoever 
reſiſteth the Power, thereby reſiſteth the 
* Ordinance of Gab; and therefore, as the 


"wy 


Fw” 


to the Second Thing propos'd. 
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9 II. To remove certain Obje&ions, which 
Men of different Perſuaſions have made to 
| the Eſtabliſh'd Rule of Worſhip, whereby 
© will more tully appear. wy | 

I. And, fir/t, our Adverfaries require, 


Church of God, but ſuch Things as are 
.z commanded in Holy Scripture. Now this, 
as my imagine, is a ſufficient Objection 
7x agamn 


Church of Ezglazd : But if, by this Poſi- 
tion, they comprehend Things comman- 
2 ded in general, then it will evidently ap- 
- F pear, that all the ſeveral Orders of our 

I "10 ; „„ by Church 


ſo ; That which, antecedent to the Com- 


j And this agrees with what the Apoſtle 


I yet to do it in Defiance of a Lawful In- 


ame Apoſtle adds, We mu? needs be ſub- 
© gedt for Conſcience ſake. — I now proceed 


the Reaſonableneſs and Expedience of it 


the Rites and Ceremonies of the 


kth 


that N othing ſhould be appointed in the Z 


\ * 


12 pe Kale of Worſhip in the 
Church are as fully authorized, and as 
much commanded, as can reaſonably be 
expected in Things of this nature: For 
whenever GOD commands us to fubmit 
to Authority, and to he obedient to them 
that have the Rule over us, the moſt 
obvious Meaning of all ſuch Commands 
is planly this; That we ſhould Obey 
our Governonrs in all Things Lawful; 
and therefore G'o D commands us to O- 
bey our Governours in Things Indifferent, 
vhenever the {ame are Lawfully appoin- 
But further: If our Adverſaries require 
2 particular Command for every Thing 
which is eftabliſh'd, then I readily grant, 
that the Things in Debate are not efta- 
blifh'd after ſuch a manner. But then, 
as our Ceremonies are not commanded 
in expreſs Terms, ſo are they no where 
in Holy Scripture forbidden, either direQ- 
ly, or by any juſt Conſequence : So that 
the Supreme Authority in Eccleſiaſtical 
Affairs has Power to enforce them, as 
Things Indifferent; and we are bound 
to obſerve them, when Eſtabliſh'd by 
T.... TE Fo UTE” 
To confirm what I have ſaid, it may 
5 5 be improper to produce an Exam- 
. he Feaſt of the Nativity of our bleſ- © 
ſed Saviour is not appointed in Scriptute,' |; 
at leaſt upon any certain Day or TO 1 
GN 05 | 1 
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Church of England Vindicuted. 
of the Year ; but natwithſtanding the 
Want of a poſitive Command, it has: not 
only been permitted in all Chriſtian Na- 
tions, hut Annually commemorated with 
the utmoſt Solemnity. Some Reformed 
Churches have indeed rejected the other 


Heſtivals, as many as are dedicated to 
Saints and Martyrs: But ſuch as retain 
þ 2 5 3, are more prudent 
than to paſs any Cenſure upon Us, con- 
ſidering the Manner of that Uncorrupt 
Devotion in which they are obſerv'd by 
the Church of Ezglazd. Wherefore it is 
evident, that all Eeckeſiaſtical Communi- 
ties whatever, have made Uſe of Au- 


thority in Things Indifferent. And the 


N the ſeveral Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions of 
the Church, which are not repugnant to 


the Word of GO D, have been generally 


« 4 ip od, although no where Comman- 
5 4 ed. 


2. Our A pet che Orders 


and Ceremonies of our Church, as not 


Es. Apoſtoliek; and Ibis they look! up- 


1 on as a; Difficulty not to be remov id. 


As it plainly appears, that the Doctrine 
* the Af ler is fully ſet down in their 

| feveral ritings; ſo it cannot be een 
but that it is far otherwiſe in ref 

che. Diſcipline: The. Reafon whereof. 85 
becauſe the Dotttine is one and the fame; 

n and Unchangeable; and therefore 
1 W el, Rev. xiu. 6. 


l but 


. 
* +. 
of £ 4 


as may well be allow'd. One Form of 
Diſcipline may no more be proper for all 


all Bodies: And as the ſame Phyſick 
the Communion after Supper, and the 
Reaſon for ſo doing ſeems to be this; 


tien ſome: Regard ſhould be had to the 


preſs the Thing which was typified. But 


The Rule of Worſhip in the 
but the Diſcipline, which conſiſts of Rites | 
and Ceremonies, is for the moſt part va- 
riable, according to the Exigence of Time 
and Place. The Church of Eaglaud has 
been guilty of no Variations from Apo- 
ſtolical Practice, but in ſuch Caſes only 


Churches, than one Kind of Phyſick for 


may be good for a Body when it is 
young, and have no manner of Effect 


* 


when it is grown old; ſo one Ceremony 


may be good for a Church newly plan- 


ted, and another when it is arriv'd at a 
ſtate of Maturity: One may be conve- 
nient in Time of Peace, another in Time 


of Perſecution. So that, in Caſes thus 
apparently different from each other, tis 
highly unreaſonable to require a Similiv- 


tude in point of Practice. 


Our Saviour CHRISSHfHü did celebrate 


becauſe the Jew Paſſover, which was 
a Type of this Sacrament, was kill'd in 
the Evening, and'eaten at Night ; Exod.. 
X11. 6, 8. And as the Communion Was 
to ſucceed the Paſſover, it might be pro- 
per, that in the very firſt Act of In/titan 3 


Circumſtance of Time, the better to ex- 
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| Levitical Prieſts, had Poſſeſſion © 
Tythes, ſo long as the Temple was ſtand- 
175 8 * . 
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now 'tis miich mote convenient to have 


this Sacrament of -the Lord's Supper ad- 


miniſter'd in our Churches at open Day; 
and, for any Thing which appears in 
Scripture to the contrary, 1s equally Law- 
ful, as tho? it were conſtantly perform'd 
in the Night. The ſame may be faid 
in reſpe& to the Miniſtration of the o- 


ther Sacrament inſtituted by our Lord: 
For it fully appears, that in the Days 


of the Apoſtles they baptiz d their Bi- 


ſciples in Rivers and Fountains: But, 


| ſhall we therefore leave our Churches, 
and, after their Example, baptize our 
Children in Rivers or Fountains 9? Such 


an Tmitation would be indiſcreet ; for 
they liv'd in Time of Perſecution, and 
were glad to take the moſt convenient 


Opportunity of Time and Place, accord- 
ing as it fell out. There is no Doubt to 
be made, but, if Gop had given them 


the ſame Liberty which he hath granted 


us, they would have done in this Point 
the ſame as we do. Again; In thoſe 


* 
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Times the Miniſters were ſupported by 


Voluntary Contributions; and ſome of 


them lived by their own Hand-Labour: 


For, how indeed could they do other- 


| wiſe? They lived not only under Per- 
the 


ſecution, but their avow?d R_ 
the 
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ing at Jeruſalem. But now, when Tythes 
are appropriated by Chriſtian Princes for 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, ſhall they be 
oblig'd to return to Hand-Labour for 
their Support? This would be a mani- 
feſt Hindrance and Prejudice to their Stu- 
dies. As the World now ſtands in re- 


gard to Corruption, and the Growth of 


Infidelity, the Church has continual Need 
of all the Advantages and Supplies of 
Learning that can be obtain'd; and there- 


fore the great Importance of ſuch kind of 


Endowments ſufficiently appears, and No- 


thing more need be added in Vindication 


| thereof; | The ſame may be ſaid of Chri- 


ſtian Colleges, and other Seminaries of 
Learning erected for that Purpoſe: But 
this is a very inſufficient Reaſon why our 


famous Univerſities ſhould be diſſol vd, 


becauſe there were none to be found in 


the Days of the Apoſtles. We haye no 


certain Account of any Hoſpitals for the 
Poor being built tt thoſe Days; but, 


Shall all ſuch pious Endowments be laid 


aſide, becauſe they are not licens d by 


Apoſtolical Practice? The Cuſtom of 
thoſe Times was for Men to ſell their 
Poſſeſſions, and lay the Price thereof at 
the Apoſtles Feet; but, Does it follow 


from hence, that zcw. Men are bound 
to do the like? In ſhort, when the 


State and Condition of Things is unlike, 


„„ 
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an ee Conformity is not to be 
urged. al i eee 

1 5 It is commonly objected, That ſome 
Part of our Ceremonies are the ſame as 
are uſed in the Church of Rome; and, 
That whatever ſprings from ſo corrupt a 
Fountain ought not to be practis'd in a 

> Reformed Cleo. Now, if it be meant, 
That they cannot Lawiully be comply'd 
with, becauſe they came originally from 
an Idolatrous Church; this Cenſure, as 
they apply it, will prove Nothing at all, 
becauſe many of our Rites, and among 
the reft the Croſs in Baptiſm, were pra- 
Etis'd in the Church before the Papacy 
began. And tho' it be probable, that 
ſome of our Ceremonies were really in- 
F vented by the Biſhops of Rome, yet it 
- does not follow, that they were the In- 

vention either of Hereticks or Idolaters: 
For tho' now the Romiſo Church be in 
ſeveral Particulars entirely heretical, yet 
from the Beginning it was not ſo : A great 
number of their Primitive Biſhops were 
Men of found and unbyaſs'd Principles, 
and ſeal'd the Truth of the Goſpel even 
with their Blood. But, to allow this 
Matter its utmoſt Scope, ſuppoſe ſome of 
our Orders were devis'd by Hereticks; 
What then 2 Not every Thing that ſuch 
Men have faid or done, but that only 
which is heretical, idolatrous, or wicked, 
22: TOS of vil ED ought 
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- ought to be abandon'd, fo far as it is evil. 
The Example of Hesefiab's breaking in 
pieces the brazen Serpent, 2 X72g5 xvili. 4. 
will not prove, that our Governours ought 
of Neceſſity to aboliſli every Thing which 
our modern Sectaries think fit to diſlike ; 

for the brazen Serpent was plainly made 
an Idol, and ſo it continued at that very 
Day: But none of our Rites are idola- 
trouſly uſed by the Church of Exglauc, 
and therefore the Caſe is wide of Us. 
What Filth ſoever our Ceremonies had 
contracted in the Times of Popiſh Super- 
fition and Corruption, the Wiſdom af 
our Church hath wiped away: And even 
the Croſs in Baptiſm is order'd to be 
made, not as a dark or dumb Ceremo- 
ny, which might thereupon be eaſily 
_ miſtaken, but with an expreſs Declara- 
tion of its true Meaning, to the intent 
that the ſame might be perfectly freed 
from all Superſtitious Conſtruction what- 
ever. So that, upon the whole, it ſuffi- 
ciently appears, that no Argument can be 
drawn from the Idolatrous Abuſe of Rites 
and Ceremonies in themſelves innocent, 
which will proye the Neceſlity of ſeclu- 
ding them entirely from the Service of 
the Church; for, as ſoon as they are re- 
ſtor'd to their original Uſe, and are tho- 
roughly purg'd from Idolatty and Cor- 
ruption, they may ſtill be retain'd; and 
t I. | 
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nothing of moment can be objected againſt 
them. e 


St. Pau] has furniſh'd us with a very 
clear Solution of this Point, 1 Cor. x. 25. 


where the Matter in Debate was, Whe- 
ther it was Lawful for Chriſtians to pur- 


_ chaſe ſuch Meats, whereof a Part had 
been offer'd in Sacrifices unto Idols? 
And again, Ver. 27. If any of them were 
invited to the Houſe of an Unbeliever, 
and ſuch Meats were ſet before them, 


Whether they might Lawfully eat, or 


not? The Deciſion which the Apoſtle 


makes hereupon is an evident Proof, that 


the utmoſt Abuſe of the Meats ſpoken 
of, and conſequently of Things which 


are ſtill more indifferent, is no ſufficient 


Bar to a proper Application, ſuch as is 


ſuitable to the Nature and real Deſign 


for which they were primarily made and 


intended. In both Caſes he certifies, That 


Chriſtiant might eat, asking no Queitions 


For Conſcience ſake. 


4. It is further objected, That as ſome 
of our Ceremonies are brought from Rome, 


ſo others do bear too near a Reſemblance 


to the Cuſtoms of the Jews ; which, be- 


ing long ſince aboliſh'd, ought not to be 
reviv'd on any account. If we examine 
into the Ground of this Objection, we 


ſhall ſoon find, that the Church of Eà- 


gland approaclies no nearer to that of 


the 
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the Jews than the Law of Gop and 
the State of Chriſtianity doth evidently 
permit. The Jews, by the Ordinance of 
Go himſelf, had divers Ceremonies, 
which were Types of CHRIST, and in 
courſe were to expire upon the planting 
of Chriſtianity; ſuch were Circumciſioun, 
Sacrifices, and the like: But can it be 
prov'd, that any ſuch Thing is either 
prattis'd or enjoin'd by the Church of | 
England? By no means: There is not 
the leaſt Appearance of it in any one 
Branch of our ſtated Offices. But ſup- 
poſing there be ſome Reſemblance, in 
Matter or Form, between Levitical Gar- 
ments and ſuch as are uſed by the Mini- 
ſters of our Church; ſurely no one will 
affirm, That the Church of CH RTS r is 
bound ſo far to avoid all Conformity 
with the Fews, that it may not reſem- 
ble them in a Matter of Decency. As 
for thoſe that would aboliſh all Mack 
in Churches, they have not yet been 
able to prove, that either Vocal or In- 
ſtrumental Muſick is ſuch a Jew: Cere- 
mony as ought to be abrogated. The 
ph, Royal P/aimi5? brought into the Church 
uh the Melody of Muſick, for advancing the 
v1 Praiſe and Glory of Gop, in the moſt 
7 delightful and elegant manner that the 
Sons of Men were capable of inventing, 
1 Chron, v. 1. And the ene 
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Mankind are ſtill of Opinion, that te 
Force of Muſick fo far infinuates it ſelf 


into the Soul of Man, as to aſſiſt the 
Affections in the Service of Go p, that 
it inflames the Heart, and raiſes the Mind, 


and adds Wings to Devotion, in our Ad- 


drefles towards Heaven. 
F. Another Objection againſt our Rule 


of Worſhip is this; That the Ceremonies 
of the Church are a Matter of Scandal, 


eſpecially to the Weak, and therefore 


ought to be laid aſide. Now, a Church 
is not bound, upon every Pretended Cauſe 
of Offence, preſently to alter her publick 


Decrees: That would be a Levity which 
might juſtly be condemn'd. It is con- 


feſs d on all hands, that every Church 
ought carefully to provide, that Nothing 


be decreed which may miniſter juſt Oc- 


cCaſion of Offence; and likewiſe to effa- 
bliſn her Rites and Ceremonies with 
ſuch ſufficient Caution and Uniformity of 


Deſign, as to prevent, if poſſible, all 


ſiniſter Expoſitions, all dubious Conſtru- 
Gtions and Miſtakes whatſoever : And 
Who, that is capable of judging, can de- 


ny, but that theſe Things, as ſet forth 


| by our Church, are perform'd in che 


it will be reply'd, That many Things 
are Lawiul which are not Expedient: 
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Idols were in themſelves lawful, yet evil 
to him who did eat offenſively +: And 


therefore, in the preſent Times, that di- 
vers of our Ceremonies are certainly law 


ful, yet evil to thoſe who uſe them of- 


fenſively: And tho' the Offence comes 


by the Weakneſs of Others, yet Charity 
binds us to refrain from ſuch Things as 


may offend our Brethren. And to this 


Purpoſe the Proteſtation of St. Paul is 
much inſiſted on, 1 Cor. viii. 13. That 

he would eat 20 Fiſh while the World 
ſtandeth, rather than be the Cauſe of 
7, RE. 15115 4521010 
But, in Anſwer to this, we may eaſily 
perceive that the Caſe is not parallel: 

For, in the firſt place, thoſe Meats where- 


of St. Paul ſpeaks were Matters of a 


private nature in the common and ordi- 


nary Concerns of Life; and the Apoſtle 
Was left, as other Men were, entirely 


at his Liberty upon all ſuch Accounts; 
and in fixing a Reſolution to eat no 
more Fleſh, he thereby could injure 
no body but himſelf But, in the other 
Caſe, the Ceremonies here mention?d. are 
of a publick nature; and not only ſo, 


but have the Sanction of publick Au- 


thority on their Side: And therefore the 
leaſt Violation of the Decrees of Church 
is an actual Infringement upon the Powers 
that ordain'd them; and conſequently an 

— 
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"Offence of this kind amounts to a Breach 
of Go v's Command. „13 
Again; The Apoſtle's Abſtinence in this 

Particular, as it was calculated to pro- 
mote, ſo it did by no Means hinder, the 

Courſe of his Miniſtry: For, by only 

Piorbearing to eat Fleſh, there was no Poſſi- 
bility of giving even the leaſt Offence to 
the moſt Scrupulous Conſcience. But all 
Endeavours to aboliſh the Rites and Ce- 

remonies of the National Church muſt 

neceſſarily have a different Effect: For 
if ſome were offended becauſe they are 
uſed, others would be diſpleas'd that any 
ſhould preſume to object againſt them; 
and theſe latter upon a far more equita- 
ble Pretence, becauſe every Act of Diſ- 

obedience, in Things ſo commanded, 1s a 

criminal Reſiſtance of the Higher Powers, 

and tends to the Introduction of unlimited 

Diſorder and Confuſion in the Church. 
6. The Laſt Thing I ſhall mention, 

which our Adverſaries urge by way of 

Objection to the Diſcipline of our Church, 

is, the great Preference they uſually give 

to ſome Reformed Churches abroad, in 
compariſon of our own ; as tho? it were 
our Duty to reduce our Ceremonies into 
as narrow a compaſs as they have done. 

Now every Independent Church may 

Lawfully exerciſe a Diſcretional Power 

in Matters i different; and they have ac * 
. Rs cordingly 


ww 
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cordingly made uſe of their Chriſtian Li- 
berty in diſcontinuing ſome Ceremonies 
which we retain : But, what Neceſſity 
are we under of complying with the 
Practice of Churches abroad, when they 
themſelves are filent as to any ſuppos'd | 
Advantages on that behalf? Have not 
we as much Re ſon to expect a Confor- 
mity to our Example ? *Tis indeed re- 
quill that, in the ſame Nation, and un- 
der the ſame Government, there ſhould 
be but one general Rule of Worſhip ; 


as appears ftom an Inſtance recorded in 
Scripture, Heft. ix. 21. where we find a 
Decree eftabliſh'd for that End. But 

an Inequality of Ceremonies in diftin& 


Churches, where there is no Commu- 
nication or neceſſary Dependance upon 
one another, cannot poſſibly be atten- 
ded with any bad Conſequences, provi- 
ded there be an Unity of Faith. 
As eyery private Man is oblig'd to 
conform to the ſeveral laudable Cuſtoms 
of that particular Church wherein he 
lives; fo, on the other hand, in Chur- 


ches independent, one is not bound to 


follow another, but each Member is ſub- 
Upon the whole therefore, we may 
juſtly wonder why Men will urge Us to 
Contormity with Foreign Churches, to 


ſeryient to his own proper Rules. 


: 


and 


Which we owe no manner of SubjeRtion, 
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and will not conform themſelves to their 

own Mother - Church, as by Law efta- 
bliſh'd, which is every way ſo well pro- 
vided for in relation to Matters both of 


| Faith and Practice, as to afford no ſub- 


ſtantial Ground of Separation. 
Il ſhall conclude this Head in the Words 
of our own Church, in its Treatiſe upon 
Ceremonies: © In theſe our Doings we 
* condemn no other Nations, nor pre- 
< ſcribe any Thing, but to our own Peo- 
ple only: For we think it convenient, 
© that every Country ſhould uſe ſuch 
_ © Ceremonies as they ſhall think beſt to 
© the ſetting forth of Gopy's Honour and 
Ba © x „ „ 


III. I come now, in the Laſt place, to 
enforce the Obſervance of the Apoſtle's 
Precept, of 7 by the ſame Rule, and 
Minding the ſame'Thing.  _ 
Hit, As the Church of England is free 
and independent, and conſequently is not 
bound to follow any particular Model or 
Pattern abroad; it follows from hence, 
that the Governours of the Church have 


full Liberty to eſtabliſh whatſoever to 


their Wiſdom ſhall feem moſt expedient; 
always provided that every thing be done 
_ conformable to the Limitation prefcrib'd 

by St. Paul, in Decency and N nets 
for Egification, 1 Cor. xiv. 40. And to 
i-mode Da ED... 
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this there lies no juſt Exception; for. 
when Things indifferent are once eſta- 
bliſh*d, we retain them, not as Eſſential 
Parts of Divine Worſhip; not as merito- 
rious or ſatisfactory in themſelves; not as 
abſolutely neceſſary to Juſtification or Sal- 
vation; but only for Diſcipline and Order 
ſake : So that if any unforeſeen Inconve- 
nience ſhall happen at any time from the 
Uſe of ſuch Things, they may afterwards . 
be amended by publick Authority, it be- 
ing far from the Deſign of their firſt Inſti- 
tution to have them eſtabliſn'd by a per- 
petual Decree, but io long only as they 
appear advantageous and profitable tor the 
Church. Whatever Goo has expreſly 
1 commanded, it is not in the Power of Man 
Fo co alter; and that which He has as ex- 
14 preſly forbidden, Man may not impoſe by 
no any Law : But it human Authority ſhould 
4 command the ſame Thing as Gop re- 
= |. quires, or forbid that only which He has 
prohibited; this is not the Enacting of a 
New Law, but a dutiful Declaration, 
and due Execution, of the Law of Gop. 
Thoſe Things which Gop has neither 
commanded nor forbidden, He has left to 
be diſpoſed by the 'Law of n 
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Which Caſe the Sovereign may command 
his Subjects, and the Church her Children, 
and *tis the Duty of the Inferiour therein 

OO __ eats mono rtr 


Secondly, 
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_ Secondly, The Church is permitted, not. 
only to eſtabliſh a Ra¾Jje f Worſhip, but 
has Power to correct in Caſes of Offence: 
For, having full Licenſe to conſtitute a 
Body of Canons or Laws, for the more 
decent Adminiſtration of the Offices of 


Religion, it neceſſarily follows, that She 
has a Right to cenſure diſobedient Chil- 


dren. She 1s arm'd with Authority to 
puniſh ſuch as are guilty of any Viola- 
tions of thoſe Laws, according to the Na- 
ture and Degrees of their Offences. 

This is a Point which requires no fur- 
ther Proof, becaufe the conſtant Practice 


of the whole Chriſtian World is a full 
Evidence and Confirmation of it. And 


the Laws of each Country, where any 
Regard is had to Scruples of Conſcience 
. concerning the Eſtabliſh*d Res of Worſhip, 

do generally take ſuch effectual Care in 


deſcribing the Limits of each particular 


Exemption granted for that Purpoſe, as 

thereby to remove all manner of Ambi- 
guity, in reſpect to the full and determi- 
nate Senſe, the certain Uſe, and juſt Ap- 
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plication of the ſeveral Privileges veſted 


in the Church. Let us not then preſume, 
either by Word or Deed, to contradict. 


the Injunctions of our Excellent Church: 
Let there not be found, in any of us, a 


Spirit of Singularity, which ſeldom fails 


to engender Strife: Let us carefully avoid 


all 
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all manner of Contention, but ſuch as 
may provoke to Love and Good Works. 
Let us contribute all we can to the 

Peace of the Church ; and, in every Par- 
ticular rn to the Doctrine and Di- 
{cipline thereof, let us conſtantly walk by 


the ſame Rule, let us diligently mind 
the ſame Thing, — Amen. 
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h I Emorials of Affairs of State in the Reigns of 


Q. Elizabeth and K. James I. Collected (chiefly) 
from the Original Papers of the Right Honoura- 
ble Sir Ralph Winuood, ſome time one of the principal 


Secretaries of State: Comprehending likewiſe the Ne- 
1 3 of Sir Hen. Neville, Sir Cha. Cornwallis, Sir Dud- 


y Carleton, Sir Tho. Edmondes, Mr. Trumbull, Mr. Cutting 
ton, and others, at the Courts of France and Spain, and 
in Holand, Venice, &c. wherein the principal Tranſa&i- 


ons of thoſe Times are faithfully related, and the Poli- 
cies and Intrigues of thoſe Courts at large diſcover'd. 


The whole digeſted in an exact ſeries of Time. To 
which are added two Tables; one of the Letters, the 
other of the principal Matters. In 3 Vols. By Edm. 


Sawyer, of Lincolus-Taun, Eſquire. 


The Hiſtory of the Knights of Malia; by Monſ. 


TI 4bbe de Vertot. Illuſtrated with 7x Heads of the grand 


Maſters, &c. engrav'd by the beſt Hands in France from 


_ the Original Paintings, under the Inſpe&ion of Monf. 


Bologne, Director of the Royal Academy of Painting; 


with Maps by Monſ. de Lile, and the Plans and Forti- 


fications of Malia by the Chev. de Tigne; with a com 
pleat Index to the whole. In 2 Vols. | | 5 
The Engliſh Works of Sir Hen. Spelman, Knt. pub- 


lich'd in his Lifetime; together with his poſthumous 
Works, relating to the Laws and Antiquity of England; 


with the Life of the Author : By the Rt. Rev. Father 
in Gop Edmund Ld Bp of London. To which are ad- 


died two more Treatiſes of Sir Henry Spelman, never be- 
fore printed; one on the Admiral-Juriſdicion, and the 


Officers thereof; the other, of ancient Deeds and Char- 


ters: With à compleat Index to the whole. 


The Law of Nature and Nations, in 8 Books; writ- 


ten in Latin by Baron P»fendorf, Counſellor of State to 


his late Swediſh Majeſty, and to the late K. of Pruſſia. 


Done into Engliſh by Baſ. Kennet, D. D. late — | 
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5 Cur uch College 3 in Oxford / To which. are added | 
all 55 large Notes of Mr. Barbeyrac. Tranflated' from 


5 if be. the beſt Edition; together with large Tables to the : 


"whole. The ach Edition, carefully corre&ed. 'To which . 
is now prefix d Mr: Barbeyrac's Prefatory Diſcourſe, con- 
taining an hiſtorical and critical Account of the Science 5 


of Morality, and the Progreſs i it has made in the World 


from the earlieſt Tĩmes to the publication of this Work. 
Done into Engliſh by”: Mr. Carew of "Lincolus- Inn... 
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; jog ſure Methods, for i improving all the beſt! K inds of 


Fruits now extant in Exglaud. Calculated from great 
Variety of Experiments made in all Soils and Aſpects; 


. wherein the manner; of raiſing young Stocks, grafting; 


inoculating, planting, &c. are clearly and fully demon- 
ſtrated: With Directions, 1. for pruning ; whereinithe 
Reaſons; Manner, and Conſequences thereof are clearly 
demonſtrated. 2. For nailing; wherein the true Diſtan< 


b . 4 ces that the Branches of the Fruit-trees. are to be laid 


npap- the Walls are ſet forth; being a moſt important = 
and uſeful Diſcovery, unknown to Gardeners in general; 


IS Fer preferving their Bloſtoms from the Injuries of 
Froſts, Winds, &c. g. Rules for thinning their young-: 
ſet Fruits, ſo as to leave no niore than Nature can ſup- 
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port and ripen in. the greatelt P erfect ion. F. For Pre-! 

| ſerving. and ordering:young Fpuity from the Bloſſom to 
the time of their Maturity. 6. To give them the true 
Taſte, and leur hen fully grown; ſeaſon of ripen- i 


ing, manner of gathering, preſerving, Cc. Lilkewiſe ſe- 


5 veral: practical Obſeryations on the imbibing Power and 


Ferſpirations of Fruit: trees; the ſeveral Effects of Heat 


and Moiſture, tending to the Growth, and Maturity of; 
Edits. Te which is added, a curious Account of the 
FI * valuable Cyder- Aruits of Devonſbire. The Whole: 8 
illustrated with above 3 Drawings of the ſeveral! 
Fruits; guriouſſy ſengrav'd on N 2 Tous: A £7 |. 
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